CHAPTER XIV.
TRANSFERS OF POWER

WHEN the verdict of the new constituencies had
been declared, Disraeli set the excellent example of
resigning before Parliament met, and Gladstone
was charged for the first time with the formation of
a Government. His Ministry contained an excep-
tionally large proportion of untitled ability, thus
indicating the class whence the agents of the new
Sovereign were likely more and more to be chosen.
The new Administration brought with it a mandate
for the disestablishment and disendowment of the
Irish Church ; and to this work the Session of 1869
was principally devoted.

Of the funds set free by disendowment too large
a proportion found its way into the pockets of
persons whose claims could not compare with
those of the peasantry, by whose labour the
amount of wealth disposable had been originally
created. If English Church property should ever
be resumed by the community, which is its rightful
heir, we may hope that such jobbery will be avoided,
and that the sum accruing after all vested interests
have been equitably, and no more than equitably,
provided for will be used to pay off a part of the
National Debt, setting free a corresponding amount
of the revenue to meet whatever increased expen-
diture the defence of the country or the furtherance
of its happiness may demand.
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